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Economic Action Program

The NationalFire Plan includes a strong em phasison com m unitywell-being. ItsupportsCom m unityAssistance efforts
aim ed atidentifying and capturing econom icopportunities forfuelreduction thatwillprotectcom m unities in the high-risk
wildland urban interface from  future fire dam age.

In FY2002 the NationalFire Plan has over$12 m illion forEconom icAction Program s (EAP)to provide technicaland
financialassistance to develop and expand m arketsfortraditionallyunderutilized wood products,and to expand the
utilization ofwood rem oved during hazardous fuelsm anagem entactivities. Approxim ately150 -200 localprojectswill
be funded in FY 2002 to build com m unitycapacityto reduce hazardous fuelswhile providing econom icdiversification
opportunities.

The Econom icAssistance Program  worksdirectlywith com m unities to identifyand develop publicand private technical
support,expand econom icopportunities and supportruralcom m unities to build skills,networksand strategies to
address social,environm entaland econom icchanges. Econom icAction Program s serve as a catalyst,ratherthan the
prim arysource offunds to assistwith econom ictransition,responding to com m unities needs. FY 2001 saw a fourfold
increase in the dem ands forProgram  requestsfrom  com m unities,tribalgovernm entand state agencies.

Program Delivery and Outcomes

In FY 2002,supportthrough the NationalFire Plan willestablish the following productsand services:

Productswillinclude:

� Finding new uses forunderutilized species
� W ideruse and application ofsm alldiam eterm aterial
� Use ofround wood in construction
� Renewable energy sources forlocalbusinesses from  biom ass conversion
� Localuse ofwood fortransportation structures

Services thataddress and supportwildfire activities and strategies willinclude:

� Technicalassistance to develop re-lending and revolving loan poolswhich expands the use oflocalcapitalfor
business

� Supportand expansion ofstate utilization and m arketing thatincrease localcapacityand resiliency to econom ic
and socialchange 

� Supportofregionaland m ulti-state technicalcentersthatcan share and extend science and technology
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� Entrepreneurialtraining thatbuilds com m unitycapacity,supportsfam ilywaged jobs 
� Technicalassistance to com m unities to incorporate defensible space principles and econom icopportunities for
biom ass utilization into econom icdevelopm entplans


